Drug Use & Misuse THeIler et at. (eds) pp 199 £9.50 ISBN 0-471-91684-6 Chichester: Wiley 1987 This book was originally prepared as part of the Open University course on drug use and misuse, but was also designed to be relevant to medical and health care professionals at all levels. How useful then is it likely to be to the busy doctor interested in finding out more about their patients with drug or alcohol problems?
A wide variety of topics are covered ranging from a paper on 'Treatment and Change' from a British psychiatrist and psychologist, to 'Women and Drug Use' from an American Institute for Social Research. Inevitably, in a collection of 30 papers there will be some repetition, but this is not obtrusive. Less acceptable is the inconsistency in aspects such as the provision of references. Comparing two medical contributors, one cites 49 references, most of them recent, whereas another gives none at all.
Another disappointing finding is that two thirds of the papers have been published elsewhere, only some Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 81 August 1988 495 of them having been modified. One paper was first published in 1963, and although it is described as a 'classic paper' on useage of marijuana, there has, since then, been important research so that one must question its re-publication in 1987. There are some important omissions for a book which claims to give 'a comprehensive overview'. The only drug whose use in pregnancy is considered is nicotine, and there is no discussion of the relationship between drug or alcohol abuse and criminality.
Although there are some well written papers in this book, I cannot recommend it as a useful addition to a personal library. As the editor points out, some of these texts are difficult to gain access to in their original form and are, anyway, usefully assembled here for the nonspecialist. Each presentation is buttressed by comment from a current expert and the choice here has always been wise. Contributions are brief but, for the most part, are clear and scholarly. Those 
